Eye on eBay

Tracking Vinyl or Vintage Records Are Groovy

By Doug Hopkinson

This time around | thought I'd show you some vintage records and transcription discs being offered on
eBay.

The first item | have for you is a 12" LP put out by Mark56 Records in the 1970’s. Owned by George
Garabedian, Mark56 Records put out a large number of records like this Little Orphan Annie album. If
you search either Mark56 or George Garabedian on eBay, you're sure to turn up a lot of items. The

record below is priced at $25.00 which is a bit high for this type of collectible. I've seen many sell for
under $10.00.
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The next item is a 78RPM record released in 1933. It is music performed by Paul Whiteman and his
orchestra. Although this is not a radio show, Paul did appear on radio. | wanted to bring this record to
your attention because it is highly collectible and unique because it is referred to as a “picture disc”. This
type of record has a picture on both sides which take up the entire face. There are many examples of
picture discs to be found on eBay. Some are very rare and sell for large amounts of money. Others are
much more common or of less interest to collectors. You can find them from Rudy Vallee to the Beatles
to Lady GaGa.There is even a Mark56 release of Captain Midnight that is a picture disc. The disc pictured
below sold for just over $100.00, which was about right. Incidentally, the man and woman featured in
the picture are Marilyn Miller and Clifton Webb.
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Next up is just one example from Radiola Records. This record company was owned by J. David Goldin,
the man known as “the man who saved radio”. In the 1970’s and 80’s, Radiola put out many, many
records of old time radio broadcasts. I'm not sure if there are any rare Radiola albums. | do know there
are an endless supply of them available on eBay and most can be picked up for well under $10.00. The
one below is listed for 99¢.
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From time to time some interesting transcription discs get listed. The one below is a low numbered
episode of Superman from 1940. While not being a real popular radio show for collectors today and the
fact that most of the entire run of the show can be found in digital format for free on the internet, this
disc is valuable from the standpoint that it has a great label and that an original 16” transcription disc of
this show just are not seen very often. | own one myself and it looks very nice hanging on my wall. This
particular disc is a bit pricey at $199.95 (not $200.00) but you never know when you'll see another one.
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Moving along, here is a little gem you occasionally come across. This is an AFRS recording of Command
Performance from 2/15/1945. Put out by Curtain Call records. Although this radio show is widely
available in digital format on the internet, | have found that sometimes this type of record (Radiola,
Mark56) is better quality. Command Performance was a fantastic show and well worth a listen if you've
never heard it before. | couldn’t resist bidding on this one myself.
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Below is an example of what | consider to be an over-priced transcription disc. While it may be, as the
owner claims, very rare and possibly one of a kind, true interest in this disc may only come from a local
buyer. This is a radio broadcast from 1951 at radio station WBIG in Greensboro, NC. The owner doesn’t
even know what’s on the recording as he does not have equipment to play a 16” disc yet he surmises
what it might contain in order to entice a buy. At $60.00 | doubt it will sell.
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This next item was very exciting to see. Six 12" acetates containing an un-circulating 1939 Campbell
Playhouse broadcast starring Joan Bennett, titled Black Daniel. | watched this item for several days and
bid at the last minute as did several other like-minded collectors. Unfortunately, | lost out to someone
with deeper pockets. The seller claims this set was specially produced for Joan Bennett which, if true,
combined with being a “lost” show, makes it pretty valuable. It sold for almost $400.00 after 17 bids,
most of which all came with less than 30 seconds remaining on the auction.
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Next we have an unusually high priced record. It appears to be a commercially produced LP that
contains outtakes of the Rege Cordic radio show which was on KDKA Pittsburgh. Having never heard of
Rege, | looked him up. He seems to be a radio icon in Pittsburgh. Very popular in his day. Is he popular
enough that someone will pay $499.00 (not $500)? | kinda doubt it.
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Below is an excellent example of “I'm not sure what it's worth but it must be worth $100.00.” This 5 disc
set was produced by Murray Hill records, another company like Radiola and Mark56 that specialized in
old time radio broadcasts and tried to cash in on the nostalgic memories of our parents and
grandparents. A quick search for this same set on eBay turns up at least 7 others ranging in price from
$5.00 to $34.99 (not $35.00). The moral of the story is look before you bid.
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Below is a cool item. A 4 LP set of an American Top 40 broadcast in January 1989. This item is priced to
sell. The host at that time was Shadoe (not Shadow) Stevens. Personally, I'll hold out until | see a Casey
Kasem set. | bet those sell for more.
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The last item today is not even remotely related to old time radio or radio at all but | just had to include
it. | watched it for a few days and then one day it was just gone. The seller removed it from auction for
reasons unknown. This record was sent out to electro-shock therapy candidates and their families. It
discusses the procedure and the expectations. It has a Psyche Inc. label on it. | can’t believe there are
too many of these floating around! Priced at only $1999.00 (not $2000) you’d have to be crazy not to
have jumped all over it before the seller yanked it.

This listing was ended by the seller because the item is no longer available.
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